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JACKIE ROBINSON was pur-
chased oufright by Branch Rickey
Er, president of the Brooklyn
Dodgers, on Thursday, April 1, in
the midide of the ball. game be.
tween the Montreal Royals and
the Brooklyn .Dodgers. It was a
straight cash deal with other play-

THROUGH THE

y FAY YOUNG

YEAR

mind. Then tn the middle of Thurs-
day’s ball game, he made a de-
cision which will go down in his-
tory. We recall our interview with
him Jast June in his Brooklyn
office. He said then that Robinson
would be given every chance to
make good. Rickey kept his word.

Robinsun; who played in the Ne-

ers going to the I 1
League club,

The -decision recalved the ap-
proval of 2ll the coaches as well
as Leo Ernest Durocher (born fn
West Springfield, Mass), then
manager of the Brooklyn team.
Rickey, often referred to as “The
Brains,” held a secret_conference
with his coaches at his Forest Hills
home on Wednesday night. He
tound them in one frame of mind
—to bring Robinson {into the
Dodger fold,

Rickey <ouldn't make up his
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g
e International
League in batting in 1946, He was
named the best defensive second
haseman in the league. Then on
tha suggestion of Durocher, Man-
ager Clay Hopper, who hails from
Mississippl,  switched  Robinson
from zecond to first base sgainst
the Dodgers In the spring training.
Jackie's record for the 13 exhibition
games against the Dodgers in
Panama end Havana was 310

gro A ague fn 1945,
batted .349, led th

» .

IT 1S HOPED THAT THE Negro
fans, who want to see Robinson
remaln in big time baseball, will
learn to treat him as another top-
notch ball player. He should not be
mads ta carry the added burden
of “the rade problem” on his shoul-
ders. He will have a hard enough
job playing the brand of baseball
expected of any other bix leaguer.

Two things are important. The
first is the conduct of the Negro
fans. Drinking is out !n all Na-
tlonal League parks. Profane lan-
guage, it you have to use it, re-
serve it for your home where your
wifs can “braln” you.

Robingon will not be on trial
ag much as the Negro fan. The
Negro fan has been the “hot po-
tato” dodged by managers who
would have taken a chance by
signing 8 Negro player. The un-
ryly Negro has and can set us back
25 years, .

Jackie will be here on May 18,
We hope that Sgt. Harness and
“Two-gun Pele” and some other
brave Negro policemen will ba as-
signed to the Cubs park. Harness
and “Two-gun" know the hood-
lums. This situation shouldn't be
but {t is.

The second thing 13 that Robin-
son Is against being singled out
before a game to be called to home
,plate and be presented with numer-
ous gifts. There will be eizght other
Dodger players in the game, Jackie
|insists on being treated as a ball
| player trying to make good and nat
ias n Negro bali player seeking spe-
icial privileges.
| The Negro fan can help Robin-
son. The Negro fan can ruin him.
Robinson is an American citizen,
’an ex-army officer, a ball player
and a pentleman. Let us try and
meet his qualifications as a gentle-
man. It you Chicagoans have got
to ralse a lot of hell, do a lot of
‘cusslng, £o somewhere else,



